Choose to teach…and be taught, learn a new culture and have a lifetime experience
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                         OGVO

                     www.ogvoghana.org
              Our Generation Voluntary Organization
                           Email: info@ogvoghana.org
           (Officially Registered in the Republic of Ghana)

We offer International Volunteer, Intern, School Exchange Programs, and Cultural Programs across the length and breathe of Ghana.
Our Mission: To foster a whole range of cross-cultural understanding and amity by providing young people with quality opportunities for international volunteering, interns and travel experience, education and training. We do this by providing programs that will help you to:
· Establish Cross Cultural Connections for Mutual Learning and Increased Mutual Understanding
· Learn about Global Issues
· Learn about Cultural Differences and Diversity
· Build Relationships and Friendships
· Share Experience and Knowledge

Section I: Why volunteer with us?

In the international volunteer industry, you usually have to pay thousands of dollars for just a few weeks of volunteer work and major non-profit organizations are no exceptions. In contrast, at Our Generation Voluntary Organization (OGVO), we aim to provide you affordable, flexible, and customized international volunteer and internship programs. Our programs are designed to help the local communities at the same time of providing a valuable learning and cultural experience to our volunteers and interns. Here it is a summary list of factors that make us stand out in the industry:
1) Extremely Affordable
Our program fees start from only $250. You simply cannot find a lower price. Does lower price mean lower quality? Not with us. The organization was founded with the goal of helping international students and young travelers to easily access the volunteer abroad experience. We aim to provide the best value you can get in the international volunteer industry.
2) Flexible Start Dates and Durations
Unlike other organizations that limit your arrival to only certain fixed dates every year, we offer you flexible arrival dates. Whether it is because of a personal reason or a discount flight that you want to take advantage of, you can start your program any week of the year with advanced notice. The duration can vary from 1 week to 6 months. You may also extend your stay with advanced notice.
3) Customized Programs with Flexible Work Schedule
· The volunteer programs are customized for you according to your needs. Most of our work placements have flexible work schedules. We understand that some volunteers want to work a lot while others want to relax and travel more.
· Whether you want to work a lot or a little, whether you prefer urban or rural areas, we will do our best to make sure that your program is what you want, not what you are given.
4) Meaningful and Enjoyable Work Placements
We regularly inspect the programs and make sure they have an impact to the society and be worthwhile to the volunteers and interns. We will do our best to make sure that you feel needed and you do make a difference in the global community.
5) Quality and Friendly Services

· At our head office, we provide extremely rapid response to email inquiries (usually within 24 hours). After your arrival, we provide you a 24/7 hotline for on-site support.
· Our outstanding service has a personal touch to it. We pay lots off attention to your individual needs and we want you to come as a guest and leave as a friend.
· We regularly arrange cultural and social activities to help you enjoy your time and build friendships abroad (Ghana).
Section II: Benefits as an International Volunteer
1) Increase Your Employment Opportunities
· Such global working and living experience will help you build up your resume and stand out from the rest. Potential employers admire the tenacity it takes for someone to leave their comfort zone and challenge themselves.
· Knowledge of a second language or a foreign culture can dramatically increase exciting global employment opportunities. It is an excellent way of developing a competitive edge in the global employment market.
2) Make a Difference in the Global Community
· International volunteering experience indicates valuable personal quality. It shows that you are a responsible global citizen with a helping heart.
· Living and working in third world nations (where many people live on less than $1 a day) offers a unique life experience. It makes you realize how blessed you really are and how much you can contribute. You are needed and you can make a difference, even if it is just leaving a fingerprint on an orphan’s life. Such self-actualization experience is priceless.
3) Develop Friendships and Global Networks

Our programs provide you a good opportunity to cultivate long lasting friendships. Many volunteers build life-long friendships with host families and workplace co-workers. These valuable international networks will contribute to both your personal and professional life.
4) Increase Your Global Awareness and Cultural Intelligence

Open yourself to a transformative experience as you immerse yourself in a foreign culture first hand. Expand your world-view, and challenge your personal beliefs. Increase your global awareness and cultural intelligence. Life’s too short to live in a bubble.
5) Access Great Learning Opportunities

International volunteer / intern programs provide valuable on-the-job learning opportunities. It helps you to enhance your language skills. The most effective way to learn a new language is to speak it in day-today life. It is much more rewarding than just learning it in a classroom.
6) Travel and Have Fun

· Volunteer travel is the best way to see the world as it gives you the opportunity to immerse yourself right into the local culture. It is more rewarding to be a volunteer adventurer instead of a typical hotel tourist.
· Endless weekend travel opportunities are excellence ways of exploring more places in the country. Whether you like to join a wildlife tour or a scenery tour, we will provide you free travel advice and help you with tour booking.
Section III: About Us
The Our Generation Voluntary Organization (OGVO) was founded in 2004 in order to enable young people to use their leisure time for international volunteering / interns / cultural exchange programs etc. in Ghana. OGVO is a non-profit and non-governmental African Organization. Our certificate of Incorporation Number is: G-24, 805. Our Charity Registered Number is: D.S.W./4215. Meaningful programs have been the aspect of our organization since its inception, offering volunteers/travelers from abroad the most socially responsible, exciting and affordable alternative to mass sightseeing. 

Our Generation Voluntary Organization work in partnership with individuals, groups, institutions and organizations in Ghana that are into developmental activities.

OGVO as an organization believes in helping the street children and youngsters in Ghana by offering people (volunteers) a cultural exchange.

Some Quick Facts about Us
· We are dedicated to providing all volunteer and cultural adventurers with an exceptional experience. We are doing this with a good heart and our prices are the lowest in the industry. Our goal is to give you the best value and make a difference in the industry. We pride ourselves for our affordability and flexibility. We challenge you to find another international volunteer organization that is more affordable or flexible.
· The organization was founded in 13th May, 2004. This shows that we are well organized and well experience. The pictures and testimonials of our past participants/volunteers show how your trip will be meaningful and enjoyable if you join our programs.
· Our high quality programs are currently operating in both urban and rural communities in Ghana. Many poor people in these communities live on less than $1 a day. Our programs are designed to help the local communities at the same time of providing a rewarding learning and living experience to our participants.
· We provide outstanding personal service with great attention to details. We customized your program according to your needs. We are always friendly and it is our goal to ensure your satisfaction. We hope that you can come as a guest and leave as a friend.
Section IV: General Program Information
We have volunteer, internship, and cultural programs in both urban and rural communities in Ghana.
Program Locations
We have programs in both urban and rural locations in the 10 regions of Ghana. In these locations, many people live on less than $1 a day and they are in desperate need of international volunteers.

Start Date and Duration

You can start your program any week of the year (with advanced notice). You can volunteer for periods of 1 week to 6 months. You may also extend your stay with advanced notice.
Personal Spending

As food and accommodation are both included, you don’t need to expect to spend much money at all. Many volunteers find $30 is more than enough for weekly personal expense, but this figure can vary largely depending on your personal spending habit.
Program Requirements

· You can apply online on your own if you are 16 years or over at the start of the program.

· You must be able to speak English.
· You must at least have a high school education if you want to perform formal teaching activities to the local communities.
· Doctors and nurses must send us a copy of their medical or nursing license.

· Medical and nursing students must send us a letter from their school advisor confirming enrolment status.
Enrolment Procedures
You can apply in a matter of minutes online at http://www.ogvoghana.org/applynow.php. If you provide complete and clear information, we usually send you program confirmation by email within 48 hours.

Work Placement Choices

(1) CAREGIVING

· Orphanage work

· Working with Street Children

· Caring for the Disabled

(2) COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

· Developing Business Plans

· Developing Library Facilities

· Repair and paint community buildings

· Women’s Empowerment

· Sharing Your Skills

(3) HEALTHCARE

· Medical Placement

· Assisting Health Professionals

· Helping in a Rural Health Post

(4) HIV/AIDS WORK

· HIV/AIDS Testing

· HIV/AIDS Counseling

· Awareness Campaigns

· Caring for the HIV Infected

· Conducting HIV lessons

(5) TEACHING

· Teaching Children

· Teaching English or Computer Skills

· Sports Education

· Special Education

(6) OTHER

· Finance and Banking

· Computing

· Business Coaching 

· Environmental

· Wildlife

· Journalism

· Media

· Architectural

· Research 

Program Fees
Program fees mainly help us cover the variable costs, such as food, accommodation, airport pick-up, in-country orientation, etc. Program fees vary according to the length of you’re your program.
	                      Program Length 
	                  Program Fee USD $

	                        1 week
	                           250

	                        2 weeks
	                           380

	                        3 weeks
	                           430

	                1 Month ( 4 weeks)
	                           550

	                        5 weeks
	                           620

	                        6 weeks
	                           750

	                        7 weeks
	                           800

	                2 Months ( 8 weeks)
	                           850

	                        9 weeks
	                           920

	                        10 weeks
	                           990

	                        11 weeks
	                           1100

	               3 Months ( 12 weeks)
	                           1200

	               6 Months ( 24 weeks)
	                            2500


The participation fees cover the following:

· Accommodation and Meals
· 24 / 7 Hotline for Support
· Airport Welcome
· Program Orientation
· Volunteer Work Placement
· Regular Culture/Recreational Activities (Personal spending not included)
What fee does not cover? 

· International Flights
· Transportation Costs (Local bus tickets cost around US $0.1-0.8 depending on the location).
· Medical/Travel Insurance (Optional but Recommended)
· Visa Application Costs
· Etc.
Payment Options

You can pay us through Bank transfer or Western Union Money transfer or Money Gram.

Section V: Testimonials

"My 6 months in Ghana were the best. It became my second homeland. I was a bit nervous. A new land, a new culture, different people, different mentality. But OGVO was really helpful. The orientation was very useful. I learn a lot and I've seen a lot. The busy market, the beach, but also cultural issues and language lessons. And if I had a problem or questions I could always call OGVO and they would help me really fast. O loved my stay in Ghana. And thanks to OGVO for placing me at the project where I've worked. It was superb".
Lilia Theiler, Germany
"I think that OGVO's program is well done, since to live in a family is the best way to be exposed to the Ghanaian culture. The staff's of OGVO are pleasant and always available". Sven Mayer, Germany

"First of all the orientation days will make you feel safer and more comfortable in a country that is totally different from what you know. As you are taken through.., you get in touch in a rather safe way as there is taking care. You'll meet a lot of surprises and it is good that you find the time getting used to them because you will find them every single day. Of course you also learn how to behave and some other language"
Claire Micaux, Sweden

"I think OGVO goes above and beyond to see to it that volunteers are comfortable, whenever they needed help. Also the coordinator was easily accessible" 
Erle Collingwood Ferguson, USA. 

"The activities went beyond my expectations; we participated in many diverse activities"
Robin Smith, UK

"My experience of volunteering in Ghana confirmed my passion for development work. It made me consider working outside of SA, perhaps in WA. I was fully integrated with all my friends and so I learnt a great deal about the real lives of people in Ghana. My host family was superb in all aspects! Excellent food, and company. She was an incredibly warm, accommodating person. The program is a superb experience"
Maggie Correa, UK

“OGVO did an incredible job planning the itinerary. it provided us with a very unique opportunity. We were able to see virtually every aspect of this beautiful country. Thanks so much for everything and all OGVO staff that made it possible for this memorable experience in Ghana”.
Marianne Bruin, Holland.

"I enjoyed every bit of the experience. The culture and Ghanaians was amazing. It is an experience I will never forget in my life".
Rico Jose, France 
“I ended up working at an orphanage with children 1 year 8 months - 16 years old. This was a remarkable experience and gave me a wonderful lesson on another way of life, culture, and country. It was very difficult at times, but all together a wonderful life experience. I did feel much appreciated and that my volunteer work was worthwhile. I know the children at the orphanage benefited from having me there to play, sing, help with school work, and generally be their friend. My host family was so kind, hospitable, and made me feel most welcome. The accommodation was indeed very different from my normal way of life and it did take a couple days to get used to the living conditions. But all together the family made me feels like a part of theirs! I would DEFINITELY recommend this program to others”! 
Martin Towey, USA
“My project was very suitable and precisely what I wanted to do. I felt that the work and my time with my project was very important and was extremely appreciated! I actually found the living arrangements, meals, and hosts exceptional and exceeded my expectations. I was not disappointed but thought I would be living in many different conditions, but was not disappointed in any sense. I have been pushing my friends and family to try this program since my arrival back home. My favorite moments would include in no particular order: 1. the bus ride from Ntiribuoho to Kumasi. 2. The amazing people from all over the world I met and how they helped opened my eyes to the rest of the world. 3. The language barrier and how I had to use all available resources around me to overcome it”.
Leon P. Moses, Canada
Section VI: Volunteer Pictures

Let the pictures speak for our incredible programs
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